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We are Geographers: Celebrating God’s Creation 

Year 4: Settlements – Anglo-Saxons 

During this theme, children will develop their understanding of human and physical geographical features. They will be able 
to recognise geographical features that allowed settlements from the past to thrive and make links to features that make 
settlements successful today. The children will develop their geographical vocabulary that links to settlement types, land use, 

trade links and the natural distribution of natural resources. They will use Ordnance Survey maps and develop fieldwork skills 
to recognise and record these geographical features. They will use various historical resources to develop their understanding 
of people from the past and they will spend time learning about the Anglo-Saxon people. In art, the children will look at 

Anglo-Saxon art and try to replicate pieces using a range of materials. Enrichment opportunities include a trip within the 
locality to recognise human and physical features.  

Theme Impact 

Children will focus on developing their skills as geographers by using a range of maps to recognise and locate key Anglo-Saxon 
settlements found in the United Kingdom as well as identifying human and physical characteristics and topography where 
settlements were established. They will build on their geographical knowledge from Year 3 and will begin to use the 8 points 

of a compass and read 6 figure grid references on Ordnance Survey maps. During our enrichment activities, children will be 
able to transfer their knowledge of identifying geographical features on maps to what they look like in the locality. They will 
have opportunities to make links between their knowledge of historical sources and historical reconstructions.  

Catholic Social Teaching 

Stewardship of God’s Creation 

Creation is a gift from God and provides us with these things, the basics for our lives, yet it can so easily and so often be taken 
for granted. 
• Taking responsibility for water management, pollution and cleaning. 

• Explore our actions and how we look after our water. 

• Uniting with God through following careful actions to look after our water, ensuring it is clean and healthy. 

• What negative effects have human actions had? 
Rights and Responsibilities 
The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy community can be achieved only if human 
rights are protected and responsibilities are met. Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to life and a right to those 
things required for human decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities–to one another, to our 

families, and to the larger society. 

Virtues and Values 

Our virtue and values focus this term is: Compassionate and Loving: 
Compassionate towards others, near and far, especially the less fortunate; and loving by their just actions and forgiving 

words. By being compassionate and loving in the way pupils are treated, especially when a pupil is in trouble; and by opening 

pupils’ eyes to those who suffer poverty, injustice or violence. 

British Values 

Democracy: Children will take part in votes select school council representatives, house captain and sports captains.  
Rule of Law: As part of the children’s PSHE sessions, they will create a new set of class rules for their time in Year 5.  

Curriculum Drivers 

Geography 

National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge and Skills Progression 

Locational Knowledge  

• name and locate counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time 

Human and Physical Geography 

• human geography, including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork  

Locational Knowledge 
LK1: Locate the world’s main countries, noting some of 
their key physical and human characteristics, countries, 
and be aware of some major cities   
LK2: Name and locate countries and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key topographical 
features (see vocab progression below), and land-use 
patterns; and understand how some of these aspects 
have changed over time 
Human and Physical Geography 
PK2: Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of places linked to other 
topic areas, i.e. Egypt, parts of Prehistoric Britain... 



• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-
figure grid references, symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 
present the human and physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

GSF2: Use the eight points of a compass, four figure 

grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 

OS maps) to build their knowledge of the UK and 

countries studied in depth. 

GSF3: Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 

present the human and physical features in the local 

area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, 

plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

History 

National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge and Skills Progression 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
• Anglo-Saxon invasion, settlements and kingdoms: 

place names and village life. 

• Anglo-Saxon art and culture. 

Historical Enquiry 
E1: Use documents, printed sources (e.g. archive 
materials) the Internet, pictures, photographs, music, 
artefacts, historic buildings, visits to museums and 
galleries and visits to sites as evidence about the past.   
E2: Ask questions and find answers about the past.  
Chronological Understanding 
C1: Begin to understand that a timeline can be divided 
into BC (Before Christ) and AD (Anno Domini)  
C2: Use a timeline to place historical events in 
chronological order.  
C3: Describe dates of and order significant events from 
the period studied. 
Knowledge and understanding of events, people and 
changes in the past. 
U2: Use evidence to describe the clothes, way of life 
and actions of people in the past.   
U3: Use evidence to describe buildings and their uses of 
people from the past 

Wider Curriculum Opportunities 

Writing Reading 

Spelling 
• Days of the Week and Months of the Year 

• Unit 1: Adding the prefix mis- and revising un-, in-, 
dis- 

• Unit 2: Words ending in zhuh spelt -sure. 
• Homophones 

• Year 3/4 common exception words.  
Writing - Beowulf 
Composition and Effect 

• Description for places and characters 
• Impact of language on the reader 

• Grouping ideas in paragraphs 
Grammar 

• Expanded noun phrases 
• Speech – Inverted commas, commas, question 

marks, exclamation marks 

• Pronouns to avoid repetition.  

Beowulf – Usborne Young Reading, by Rob Lloyd Jones. 

Enrichment Home Learning 



• Local river walk and study 

• Bishop’s Wood Saxon Day (TBC) 

Work will be uploaded to SeeSaw.  
• Times tables – 10s, 5s, 2s 

• Spellings 

• Saxon runes 
• Place value activities 

Discrete Objectives 

RE PE 

• Routines – Class Liturgy, Virtue and Values and 
Class Saint 

• Unit A - Creation 
• Unit B - Jesus Teaches us to Pray 

• Swimming  

• OAA 

Music Modern Foreign Languages 

• Mrs Mallinson will provide children with a weekly 
music lesson linked to the theme.  

French 

• En Classe 

Computing PSHE/RSE 

• Coding Jigsaw 

• Being Me in my World 
TenTen 

• Module 1 – Created and Loved by God 
 

 


